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HYDROGEN LIGHTHOUSE PROJECT BAD LAUCHSTÄDT: UNIPER 
ORDERS SUNFIRE ELECTROLYZER 

Within the Central German Chemical Triangle, energy company Uniper is 
implementing green hydrogen technologies on an industrial scale. In Bad 
Lauchstädt, Sunfire will supply the core piece of a demonstration project: a 30 
megawatt (MW) pressurized alkaline electrolyzer. 

Dresden / Düsseldorf, August 4, 2022 

The Bad Lauchstädt energy park, one of the pioneering projects of the energy 
transition, is entering the execution phase. Uniper has ordered a 30 MW 
pressurized alkaline electrolyzer from the Dresden-based electrolysis company 
Sunfire. Its delivery is scheduled for 2024. 

The project will realize the production, transport, storage, and economic use of 
green hydrogen on an industrial scale in Saxony-Anhalt, showcasing new 
solutions for the future energy infrastructure. Together with its project partners, 
Uniper is helping to create value and jobs in the region affected by structural 
change.  

Sunfire CEO Nils Aldag says: "With this significant new order, we are making an 
important contribution to the successful ramp-up of the hydrogen economy as 
well as to the transformation of the chemical industry in Germany. We are happy 
to partner with Uniper to further scale up hydrogen production."  

The hydrogen project is not only unique for the Central German region – it is 
also an important step for ramping up the hydrogen economy throughout 
Europe. "The Bad Lauchstädt energy park covers the entire value chain including 
the production, transport, storage, distribution and use of green hydrogen. With 
Sunfire, we have found the ideal partner for realizing the central pillar of the 
project. Together, we will drive forward the local energy transition," says Axel 
Wietfeld, CEO Hydrogen at Uniper. Furthermore, green hydrogen is a promising 
solution for ensuring a future energy supply that is independent of Russian gas 
imports. 

Sunfire's 30 MW electrolysis plant is currently one of the largest planned 
systems of its kind.  At the energy park in Bad Lauchstädt, the electrolyzer will 
produce green hydrogen with renewable electricity from a nearby wind farm. In 
a second phase of the project, the hydrogen produced can be temporarily stored 
in a specially equipped salt cavern. Afterwards, it will be fed into the local 
chemical industries’ hydrogen network via a repurposed gas pipeline. In the 
future, it will also be used in urban mobility solutions, for example in hydrogen-
powered buses.  
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Sunfire has already proven its high-performing pressurized alkaline technology in 
numerous projects. With its electrolysis solutions, Sunfire helps industrial companies 
and utilities to save fossil fuels and CO2 emissions in the long term. To meet the high 
demand in the market, the Dresden-based company is currently industrializing its 
electrolyzer production. Just recently, Sunfire received a triple-digit million funding 
from the federal government and the EU as part of the „Important Projects of 
Common European Interest“ (IPCEI) to scale its hydrogen technologies. 

For more information about the Bad Lauchstädt Energy Park, go to: energiepark-bad-
lauchstaedt.de. 

 

About Sunfire 

Sunfire GmbH is a global leader in the production of industrial electrolyzers based on 
pressurized alkaline and solid oxide (SOEC) technologies. With its electrolysis 
solutions, Sunfire is addressing a key challenge of today’s energy system: providing 
renewable hydrogen and Syngas as climate-neutral substitutes for fossil energy. 
Sunfire’s innovative and proven electrolysis technology enables the transformation of 
carbon-intensive industries that are currently dependent on fossil-based oil, gas, or 
coal. The company employs more than 400 people located in Germany and 
Switzerland.  

For further information please visit www.sunfire.de/en/ 

 

About Uniper 

Uniper is a leading international energy company, has around 11,500 employees, and 
operates in more than 40 countries. The company plans for its power generation 
business in Europe to be carbon-neutral by 2035. Uniper’s roughly 33 GW of installed 
generation capacity make it one of the world‘s largest electricity producers. The 
company's core activities include power generation in Europe and Russia as well as 
global energy trading and a broad gas portfolio, which makes Uniper one of Europe’s 
leading gas companies. In addition, Uniper is a reliable partner for communities, 
municipal utilities, and industrial enterprises for planning and implementing 
innovative, lower-carbon solutions on their decarbonization journey. Uniper is a 
hydrogen pioneer, is active worldwide along the entire hydrogen value chain, and is 
conducting projects to make hydrogen a mainstay of the energy supply. The company 
is based in Düsseldorf and is together with its main shareholder Fortum also Europe’s 
third-largest producer of zero-carbon energy.  

For further information please visit www.uniper.energy  

https://www.sunfire.de/de/news/detail/gruenes-licht-fuer-sunfire-307
https://www.sunfire.de/de/news/detail/gruenes-licht-fuer-sunfire-307
https://energiepark-bad-lauchstaedt.de/
https://energiepark-bad-lauchstaedt.de/
http://www.sunfire.de/en/home
http://www.uniper.energy/

